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I Claim: 

A singles stick for holding the top edge of a 
ennik net at its regulation height above the ground for 
singles play^ which comprises: 

(a) a base and a staff which are slidably connected to 
one andther such that the base and staff can be extended be- 
tween aft extended position and a collapsed position by slid- 
ing the Wse and staff relative to one another, wherein the 
base and\staff have a combined length in the extended posi- 
tion to properly position the tennis net for singles play 
when the singles stick is installed between the top edge of 
the net arM the ground, and wherein the base and staff have 
a combined! length in the collapsed position which is shorter 
than the combined length of the base and staff in the ex- 
tended position; and 

(b) allock for releasably holding the base and staff 
together in Wt least the extended position of the base and 
staff. 


2. The singlesX stick of claim 1, wherein the base and 
staff are telescopically connected to one another. 


3. The singles stick of claim 1, wherein the base has 


one end that is suiteV 
staff comprises an upi 
engaging the top edge 


for engaging the ground, and the 
taff having a notch suited for 
tennis net. 


4. The singles sti^k of claim 3, wherein the base in- 
cludes an enlarged foot f^r abutting against the ground. 


5. The siiigl^ stick-<^f claim 1, wherein the lock also 
releasably holds the^bafee and staff in a fixed position in 
the collapsed position orC^hgxMse and staff. 
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^ ^ST^^^^-The^sjji^ ^ stick of claim 5, wherein the lock com- 
prises a locking pin that may^^Be-^iriserted through various 
ones of spaced holes. 



7. The ^ngles stick of claim 6, wherein the locking 
pin is carried\on a spring finger connected to one of the 
base and staff A the spring finger having a bias tending to 
engage the lockina pin with one of the spaced holes when the 
one hole is align^(d with the locking pin. 

8. The singles sticd^^^Tf claim 6, wherein the locking 
pin is connected to one ofH^e base and staff. 



9. The singlies/ 
staff have a combineji: 
does not exceed apps 


i^ick^of claim 1, wherein the base and 
igth in the collapsed position which 
aately 30 inches. 


lj>. Th^ singles stick of claim 1, wherein the base and 
ff have a\combined length in the collapsed position which 
is short enough to allow the singles stick to be stored in a 
tennis player 'te equipment bag that is sized to be slightly 
longer than a tennis racket. 

.11\ A sing\les stick for holding the top edge of a 
:€nnis net at itSy regulation height above the ground for 
singles puay, whichvcomprises: 

(a) \a plurality of telescopically received sections 
including Wt least one first, hollow section into which a 
second section is telescopically received such that the 
first and second sections can be extended between an ex- 
tended orientation and a collapsed orientation by telescop- 
ing the first \and second sections relative to one another, 
wherein the first and second sections have a combined length 
in the extended\ orientation to properly position the tennis 
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net for singles play when the singles stick is installed be- 
tween the top edge of the net and the ground , and wherein 
theXfirst and second sections have a combined length in the 
collapsed orientation which is shorter than the coiabined 
lengtn of the first and second sections in the extended 
orientation; and 

(b)\ a lock for releasably holding the base and staff 
together \n at least the extended position of the base and 
staff. 

12. The singles stick of cl^im 11, wherein the singles 
stick is formed from only two telescoping sections compris- 
ing the first and second sections. 


13. The singles stick 
also releasably holds the firs 
gether in the collapsed oric 
sections • 


laim 11, wherein the lock 
an^ second sections in a to- 
n of the first and second 


14. The singles stick/ of claim 13, wherein the lock 
can be released and relockedf by hand. 


15. A singles stick for raising the top edge of a 
tennis Viet from its otherwise undisturbed position to con- 
vert a ^nnis net from doubles to regulation singles play, 
which comprises: 

against the ground when the singles 
d an upper staff that engages against 
when the singles stick is installed, 
the upper staff are telescopically con- 
another to allow the base and staff to be 
tended position and a collapsed position with 


a bas>^ that 
stick is install, 
the top edgd of 
wherein the base^ 
nected to < 
placed in an 



the base and suaff remaining connected together as they move 
between the expended and collapsed positions, wherein the 
base and staff nave a combined length in the extended posi- 
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tion which is sufficient to raise the top edge of the net 
from the position that edge has during doubles play. 

16. the singles stick of claim 15, wherein the com- 
bined length of the base and staff in the collapsed position 
is sufficient to allow the singles stick to be stored in an 
equipment b^g of the type used to carry tennis rackets and 
the like. 



17. The\ singles stick of claim 15, wherein the base is 
hollow over Aost of its length, and wherein the staff is 
telescopicaliy receivedKwitl^in the base to allow the staff 
to be mostly rptractedi'intolvthe l?ase in the collapsed posi- 
tion. 

18. The jingles stick of claim 17, wherein a small 
portion of the ktaff still extends out of the base in the 
collapsed position to allow the staff to be gripped and 
pulled up out of the base into the extended position. 

19. The singles stick of claim 15, further including a 
lock for releasabli holding the base and staff together in 
at least the extended position thereof. 
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